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James is quite the character in the bible. Tonight we are going to get into a little 
devo/chapter study. We will cover a bit on the author's profile on the book and pull out 
some snippets from Chapter 1. In two more weeks another speaker will chat through 
Chap. 2 and so on.  
 

Lets jump in:  
 

James:  
The author is generally accepted to be James the younger half brother of Jesus.  
James’ mother was Mary the mother of Jesus.  
 

Matthew 13:55 (NASB) 
Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, 
James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?  

  

Imagine your bro being Jesus. That's a whole other conversation, but good for us to 
think about as we study James.  
 

When Jesus started his ministry in His early 30’s, you would think his family would be 
right there supporting him and understanding of his choices. Mary was definitely more 
on the understanding side, however let's go through some scriptures together that show 
some issues:   
 

John 7:3-5 (NASB) 
Therefore His brothers said to Him, “Leave here and go into Judea, so that Your 
disciples also may see Your works which You are doing. 4For no one does anything 
in secret when he himself seeks to be known publicly. If You do these things, show 
Yourself to the world.” 5For not even His brothers were believing in Him. 

  

You can read the entire story for context, but nonetheless vs. 5 illuminates the tone of 
what is happening.  
 

John 7:5 (NASB) 
For not even His brothers were believing in Him. 

 

OUCH!!! 
 
Mark 3:31-35 (NASB) 

Then His mother and His brothers arrived, and standing outside they sent word to 
Him and called Him. 32A crowd was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, 
“Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking for You.” 33Answering 
them, He said, “Who are My mother and My brothers?” 34Looking about at those who 



were sitting around Him, He said, “Behold My mother and My brothers! 35For 
whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.” 

 
Um...OUCH! If I were James I might be a little ticked. Not feeling important. Jesus had 
just selected the 12 disciples. I don't fully understand what he is talking about. It’s in 
parables. I think as a bro I would be a little ticked and confused. What about you?  
 

Elsewhere in Scripture Jesus says:  
 
Mark 6:4 (NLT) 

Then Jesus told them, “A prophet is honored everywhere except in his own 
hometown and among his relatives and his own family.” 

 

Jesus knew this well. He is including James his bro here. That would really be painful 
don’t you think?  
 

Even on the cross what did Jesus say: 
John 19:26-27 (NLT) 

When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to 
her, “Dear woman, here is your son.” 27And he said to this disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” And from then on this disciple took her into his home. 

 

James was his bro, the son of Mary, and Jesus with his last dying words told one of his 
disciples to take care of mom.  
 
What would your response be? What do you think James’ would have been feeling and 
thinking? 
 

We know that James saw Jesus character growing up, he heard this older half bro talk 
and walk a walk. What all did he see? When Jesus steps into his public ministry what 
was going on in James. He had observed Jesus all these years, and now what is he 
feeling and thinking...we know there is a disconnect with believing Jesus. He didn't 
understand the message nor the person bringing it.  
 

James is like all of us with skeptical questions: I hear Jesus, I am listening to these 
claims but this is Jesus. I mean come on I know this guy...he’s my big bro...His claims 
are crazy. NO way man...Son of God! ....but I’m confused ...could he 
be....NOOOOO...but wait what if......NOOOOOO....and this is the questions that drive us 
on the quest of truth,  or what we choose to believe in or against.  
 
James longs for authenticity. What is real? Yes I have heard a ton, but is it true...how 
can I be sure?  
 

The entire time Jesus was alive James did not believe in Him. 
 

James core system of belief got blown up with Jesus resurrection. 



How do we know: Scripture says:  
Acts 1:14 (NLT) 

They all met together and were constantly united in prayer, along with Mary the 
mother of Jesus, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus. 

 

So James was with them.  
 

What happened? Some say it was here in: 
 

1 Corinthians 15:7 (NASB) 
then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 

 

What happened? It's all part of the transformation that took place in James. He 
encountered the risen Jesus personally. 
 

James was there in that upper room with the pouring out of the Holy Spirit.  
 

How neat: This is our James. When we read James, this is the James we are talking 
about.  
 

Let’s jump into the chapter:  
 

It opens up with:  
James 1:1 (NASB) 
Testing Your Faith 

James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes who 
are dispersed abroad: Greetings. 

 

First off he introduces himself as a bond-servant: One who could chose to be a slave for 
life. That is he personally chose to be a slave to God for life. And of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
He doesn't say and unto my bro Jesus. Why, because his theology got blown up and he 
knew based on experience that Jesus is not just my “bro” Jesus. Or my “go to” Jesus. 
My “when times are bad” Jesus. Or “I ain't got money” Jesus No his position is Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is powerful!!!!  
 

 Audience:  
 
The letter is directed towards those who believe in Jesus.  Those who are following 
Jesus. And they are dispersed which means they either chose to go out to spread the 
gospel or got kicked out under persecution. Either way they are out...there somewhere 
and this letter's purpose is to encourage them. 
 



In fact, this is the earliest NT writing we have. Said to have been written somewhere 
around 45-50 AD. Imagine, you are spread out, trying to follow Jesus and this is the first 
post resurrection writing you get....this is the beginning of our NT bible.  
 
As we read the chapter, we need to ask, why these particular thoughts? Could it be that 
James is confronting a watered down gospel that had been spreading throughout and 
felt the need to write a response and circulate it in order to keep some order.  
 
Why James: I think God used James at the perfect time. Who better to write the first 
letter then James. I mean he had clout with Jesus followers. They knew he didn't 
believe Jesus before Jesus’ death, but then his life changed. He knew Jesus from a 
young age and every skeptic would want to talk to James to find out what changed him.  
What is true. Right...after all James was a skeptic and is going to present his letter 
combating the skeptic mind. 
 
Like Esther: It was said:  
Esther 4:14 (NASB) 

For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from 
another place and you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether 
you have not attained royalty for such a time as this? 

  

This is James’ time; he took his place with his God-given influence. As we all should 
within our lives today in order to bring GOD glory! 
 
Let’s keep getting into a few more parts of the letter:  
 
James 1:2-4 (NLT) 

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3knowing that the 
testing of your faith produces endurance. 4And let endurance have its perfect result, 
so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

  

Obviously there has been a ton of trials going on and James speaks right to it. Pastor 
Phil has been speaking about this these past two Sundays. SO powerful.  
Snippets from PV’s messages about Joy: 
 
Joy vs. happiness.  
 
You can choose what attitude to have in adversity. Choose Joy. You already have it. 
Utilize it!  
 
Instead of letting adversity get the best of your joy, let Joy get the best of your adversity.  
 
This is good stuff. Skeptics are watching...James knows this he was one...he also 
knows as does Pastor Phil’s message that when you live this stuff out. It screams 
TRANSFORMATIONAL/ REVOLUTIONARY thinking.  
 



James 1:5-8 (NLT) 
If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and he will give it to you. He will not 
rebuke you for asking. 6But when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God 
alone. Do not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as unsettled as a wave of 
the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. 7Such people should not expect to 
receive anything from the Lord. 8Their loyalty is divided between God and the world, 
and they are unstable in everything they do. 

  

This is a powerful portion of scripture that deals with our faith. James knows this all too 
well. I think this is a look at what James would have been like before Jesus died. He is 
speaking right to this!!!!  
 
Like James I can relate: I wore a mohawk in high school I went to church with it. Even 
Bible camps. I gave my life to the lord with Trent I struggled even in that place and 
wondered...how will I know it will be true. Trent said I will walk with you...When I 
encountered Jesus in college he transformed my life. I want to believe ...OK and man 
when I met the Lord, COME ON!!!!!!!! He put a fire in me.  
 
We don’t have time to continue through all of these passages...so I encourage you to 
read through them later. Lets end with this one.  
 

 James 1:19-27 (NLT) 
Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: You must all be quick to listen, slow 
to speak, and slow to get angry. 20Human anger does not produce the righteousness 
God desires. 21So get rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly accept the 
word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power to save your souls. 22But 
don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only 
fooling yourselves. 23For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at 
your face in a mirror. 24You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. 
25But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it 
says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it. 26If you 
claim to be religious but don’t control your tongue, you are fooling yourself, and your 
religion is worthless. 27Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father 
means caring for orphans and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world 
corrupt you. 

  

This to me is the CRUX!!  
 
James is challenging/ combating other thoughts of the day that had been circulating 
around. He is gonna make sure that those who read the letter are encouraged to not 
just talk the talk, but walk the walk. He will say to all of us: You need to ENCOUNTER 
the LORD JESUS. James could say to all of us. I know you got great thoughts, and lots 
of talkings, but learn from me. Zip your lip, give up control, put your confidence and faith 
in the Lord Jesus alone, put your work gloves on and he will rock your world view.  
This ain't no salvation by works. This is proof of your salvation because you got works! 



James is going to test the fruit of our actions to make sure it lines up with the root of our 
speech!  
 
If we had James live in our homes to observe our living the faith what would he 
observe?  
 
We pray 

We talk 

How we look at money 

Our listening 

Our religion 

 
James is after...your confession of faith better add up with your works.  
 
James is going to look at our life like a skeptic would. Is it real...does it match what we 
speak.  
 
James knows this so well: After all he grew up with Jesus. 
 
How many of us have grown up with Jesus in the church....like James that is not 
enough!!! James needed a revelation/ conversion that took him from growing up with my 
bro/ churchy Jesus to wow! He is my Lord Jesus!!!!  
If Jesus is BIG in your life, then when the skeptics prod and poke the way you live 
your life, they will SEE HIM in you.  
 
James will ask all of us:  
James 1:22 (NLT) 

But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are 
only fooling yourselves. 

  

I would add and encouraging the skeptics!  
 

My encouragement is that we get to listen to the heart of James as we go through this 
book together. If we get a little uncomfortable at what we hear, that is a good thing. 
James isn't the fuzzy teddy bear you sleep with. James is a sharpening stone and will 
ready you for battle to combat false doctrines and circulating fluffy ideas out there. But 
don't just talk about your religion and the neat points James shares which is good, but 
rather - LIVE IT!!! Then the skeptics around us will hopefully walk it too! 
Once revelation hits there will be a freedom in our souls, true religion will take grip. Our 
places of fellowship will grow with healthy hungry Jesus followers and we can be sure 
that the message will actively be applied! 
 


